
Revised 20 -21 Academic 
Intersessional Calendar

Frequently Asked Questions



What are intersessional breaks?

⚫ Intersessional breaks are days in the calendar where 
students in need of additional instructional support will 
attend small group classes designed to rectify learning 
gaps

⚫ In our revised calendar, we have intersessional breaks 
from Oct. 19 – 23 and Feb. 15 – 19

⚫ We additionally have time from June 15 – 30 set aside 
for students to attend summer intervention programs, 
as well as potentially 8 Saturdays during the school year 
where we can offer academic camps and other learning 
experiences



Are teachers required to work the 
additional intersessional days?

⚫ No, teachers may apply to work on the intersessional 
days and will be paid extra duty pay above and beyond 
their normal contract pay.

⚫ Teachers may be able to earn as much as $6,000 or 
more in extra duty pay above their normal salary by 
working on the intersessional days

⚫ Districts are provided additional funding for an 
intersessional calendar which will help support the 
additional teacher pay



How are students selected to attend the 
intersessional days?

⚫ In order to maintain the numbers for appropriate small 
group, targeted instruction, campuses will carefully 
evaluate current student data to determine the 
students most in need of the intervention time

⚫ A data picture for each student will be built using STAR 
360 screening data, diagnostic results, curriculum-based 
assessment data, and teacher recommendations.  
Parents of students selected to attend the October 
intersession will be contacted by September 30.  
Students selected for the February intersession will be 
notified by January 29.
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What if I refuse to let my child 
participate in intersession 
interventions?

⚫ It is strongly suggested that parents take advantage of 
this unique opportunity for their child to participate in 
engaging, small group activities that will support the 
student’s growth.

⚫ It is highly likely that districts will be required to 
administer the STAAR assessments in the 20 – 21 school 
year.  Students attending intersessional time will be 
better prepared for their STAAR tests and be able to 
better handle the rigor of work in their next grade level



If my child is not selected/does not need 
intervention, what will he/she be doing 
during the break?

⚫ All students will have optional opportunities to participate in 
at-home learning during the intersessional breaks to 
continue to grow their skills.  This includes working on 
online programs, participating in reading challenges, or 
working on take-home packets. 

⚫ Parents have the choice to treat the intersessional break as 
additional holiday time.  They may choose to schedule a 
vacation or other family activity during that time if their 
child is not selected to attend interventions.



If my child is not selected for intervention, 
where can he go?  I work and do not have 
anyone available to watch him.

⚫ Local churches and other organizations are planning to 
provide week-long daycare, vacation Bible schools, and 
enrichment camps specifically scheduled for the intersession 
weeks.  Parents may elect to take advantage of these 
opportunities.



What happens if we have a mandatory 
extended closure due to COVID-19 or a 
natural disaster?

⚫ In the case of an extended closure, we would 
utilize the days set aside for the intersessional 
break as make-up days.

⚫ For example, if an unexpected closure occurred 
from Sept. 21 – Oct. 1 (two weeks) due to a 
COVID-19 spike or natural disaster, then we would 
not use the intersessional time and all students 
would attend school during Oct. 19 – 23 and Feb. 15 
– 19.



In the revised calendar, we are getting out of 
school on June 11.  How will this impact 
STAAR testing?

⚫ TEA is allowing schools to administer the 2020 – 
2021 STAAR tests between May 11 – June 11 if 
students are testing online

⚫ This allows for additional instructional time to 
occur throughout the month of May prior to 
administering STAAR assessments.  


